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SINCE 2006, CERF ALLOCATED

         $7 BILLION
TO ENABLE LIFE-SAVING ASSISTANCE IN     
     100 COUNTRIES

15
FIFTEEN YEARS
OF SAVING LIVES

TOGETHER

Creation date: 5 March 2021     Sources: CERF Secretariat
More info: cerf.un.org  |  www.unocha.org      Twitter: @UNCERF



15
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OF SAVING LIVES

TOGETHER
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2005/2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012
Approval time for UFE 
funding reduced to five 
days

DRC, Bangladesh and 
Sudan are top recipients 
of CERF funds ($104M 
combined) 

55
crises receive CERF 
funds in a single 
year—the most ever

15 DEC 2005
CERF established by UN 
General Assembly 
resolution 60/124

2006
CERF approval times are 
down from five to three 
days for rapid response  
and 11 to six days for 
underfunded 
emergencies (UFE)

Haiti
hurricane 

CERF surpasses the 
$450M funding target

14 JUL
$100M from CERF for 
response to surging food 
prices reaching 17.8M 
people in 26 countries

Horn of Africa 
receives a third 

of CERF funds

Global recession 
dampens donor giving 
for the year

84
Member States and 
observers, the most ever, 
contribute funds in a 
single year

Sahel drought 
CERF allocates 

more than $100M 
for response

Syria regional 
crisis CERF 

allocates more 
than $50M 

15.5M people 
receive water and 
sanitation aid

Horn of Africa 
drought CERF 

allocates more 
than $128M for 
response in Djibouti, 
Ethiopia, Kenya and 
Somalia

Haiti 
earthquake 

Funding approved 
in just 10 hours

22M people 
receive food aid

19M people 
receive water and 
sanitation aid

19.5M children 
immunized

1.5M people 
receive emergency 
shelter

In 2010

In 2012
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TARGET

482 460.8 469.7 438.9 418.2
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848.1RECORD
received

in annual 
contributions

Allocation
RECORD

2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020
Yemen Crisis – 
CERF allocates 

$50M to address 
famine, collapse of 
public services and 
escalation in conflict

West Africa’s 
Sahel – CERF 

allocates $30M to 
address drought, high 
food prices and 
worsening food 
insecurity

El Niño – CERF 
allocates more 

than $118M in 
19 countries

Syria regional 
crisis – CERF 

makes largest 
single allocation to date 
of $77M

Famine in 
Nigeria, 

Somalia, South 
Sudan and Yemen – 
CERF allocates $128M 
to support critical early 
action

Rohingya 
refugees - CERF 

allocates $19M 
to Bangladesh for 
humanitarian response

In 2015 and 2016

almost 70% of CERF allocations are 
provided to operations in support of people 
displaced by crises in more than 40 countries

Super Typhoon 
Haiyan hits the 

Philippines – 
CERF allocates $25.3M 
within 48 hours

In 2013,
CERF ensures that

9.3M people 
receive food aid

Three L3 crises 
occur – CERF 

allocates $116M 
for South Sudan regional 
response, $60M for 
Central African Republic 
regional response, $26M 
for Iraq response

Reduction of CERF 
programme support 
costs from 
3 to 2 per cent

Cyclone relief in 
Southern Africa 

- CERF allocates 
$34.4M to 4 countries 
affected by Cylone Idai 
and Kenneth

CERF starts funding for 
anticipatory action

CERF piloted a 

$10M two-year 
grant to Bangladesh 
through the 
Underfunded 
Emergencies window

First ever global 
pandemic 

allocation: global 
block grants to UN 
agencies 

First ever allocation to 
frontline NGOs: helped 
them deliver lifesaving 
health, water and 
sanitation 

First ever 
allocation 

dedicated 
entirely to fighting 
gender-based violence

First ever allocation to 
fight rising food 
insecurity by funding 
cash assistance in six 
countries


