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Ireland: Ms. Nicole McHugh is the Chair of the CERF Advisory Group. 
She is the Director of the Humanitarian Unit at the Department of 
Foreign Affairs of Ireland. Prior to this, she held senior management 
roles within the Department and served as Deputy Head of Mission and 
Head of Development for Ireland’s programmes in Uganda, 
Mozambique, and South Africa. She also brings experience from the 
United Nations in Zambia and Paris, as well as from the European 
Commission.    
 

 
 
 

 

Australia: Ms. Beth Delaney is the Ambassador and Deputy 
Representative of Australia to the United Nations in New York. Prior to 
this position, she was the First Assistant Secretary at the Humanitarian 
Division of the Australian Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade. She 
brings several years of experience in multilateral affairs, including as a 
trusted adviser to Australia’s representatives at the Asian Infrastructure 
Investment Bank (2016-2017), the World Bank (2010-2013) and to the 
Australian Foreign Minister (2002-2003). 
 

 

Azerbaijan: Mr. Elmaddin Mehdiyev is the Director of the Azerbaijan 
International Development Agency (AIDA) within the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs. A career diplomat with over 16 years of experience, he has held 
several senior roles across the Azerbaijani foreign service. In 2024, he 
served as the Senior Negotiator for Finance (Finance Team Lead) for the 
COP29 Presidency.  
 

 

Belgium: Ms. Heidy Rombouts is the Director-General for Development 
Cooperation and Humanitarian Aid for Belgium. Ms. Rombouts has 
extensive experience in humanitarian aid and development cooperation, 
including in fragile states and conflict settings (Mali, Rwanda, Kenya, 
etc.), and she has previously served as Country Director for Plan 
International Belgium.  
 



   
 

   
 

 

Brazil: Mr. Ruy Carlos Pereira is the Director of the Brazilian 
Cooperation Agency. Prior to this, he held posts in consulates and 
embassies in Argentina, France, Peru, Spain, Togo, Uruguay, and 
Venezuela. He is a member of the Brazilian inter-ministerial Working 
Group on International Humanitarian Cooperation. Since 2018, he has 
also co-chaired the Joint Steering Committee for the UN Cooperation 
Framework for Sustainable Development in Brazil.   
 

 Canada: Ms. Tara Carney serves as Director of Humanitarian 
Operations at Global Affairs Canada. Her career spans senior 
humanitarian and development roles across Global Affairs Canada and 
the former Canadian International Development Agency, including 
Deputy Director of Climate Finance (2016-2017), Director of 
Development Evaluation (2015) and Team Leader for Aid Effectiveness 
(2010-2012).  
 

 

Côte d'Ivoire: Ms. Ossepe Virginie Akossi épse Yapo is the Director of 
Humanitarian Action at the Ministry of National Cohesion, Solidarity, 
and the Fight Against Poverty in Côte d'Ivoire. With over two decades of 
experience in social protection and humanitarian coordination, she has 
among other held positions as Advisor to the Management Committee 
of the Office of Civil Protection (2023-2024) and Head of the Social 
Cohesion and Solidarity Program (2020-2021).  
 

 

Denmark: Ms. Marie-Louise Koch Wegter is the Director for the 
Department for Humanitarian Affairs and Civil Society in the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs. She has more than 10 years of experience in 
humanitarian and multilateral affairs, including from prior positions as 
Director of the Multilateral Department, Deputy Permanent 
Representative to the Permanent Missions of Denmark in New York and 
Geneva.   
 

 

Ethiopia: Dr. Shiferaw Teklemariam is the Commissioner of the 
Ethiopian Disaster Risk Management Commission. Dr. Teklemariam is 
also a general medical practitioner and senior Ethiopian statesman. 
From 2001 to 2016, Dr Teklemariam was consecutively Minister of 
Health, Federal Affairs, Environment, and Education in Ethiopia. From 
2017 to 2023, he was Special Envoy to South Africa, then Ambassador 
to South Africa (also representing Botswana, Namibia, Mozambique, 
Lesotho, Swaziland, and Madagascar). 
 



 
 

 

Gambia: Mr. Muhammadou M.O. Kah is the ambassador of The 
Republic of the Gambia to the Swiss Confederation & Permanent 
Representative to the UN Offices at Geneva, World Trade Organization, 
and other International Organizations in Switzerland. He has held a 
series of senior multilateral leadership roles, including as Vice President 
of the UN Human Rights Council (2022–2023) and the 34th International 
Conference of the Red Cross and Red Crescent in 2024. He currently 
chairs the UN Commission on Science and Technology for Development 
(CSTD), and co-facilitates UN Human Rights Council on Data and AI, New 
Technologies, Digital Divide and Human Rights. 
  

 

Germany: Dr. Ina Heusgen is Director for Humanitarian Assistance in 
the German Foreign Office. With several years of experience in security 
policy and European foreign policy, she also worked as a Policy Adviser 
for the UN Department of Peace Operations of the United Nations in New 
York from 2017 to 2019. From 2019 to 2021 she joined the German 
Permanent Mission to the UN as Deputy Political Coordinator (during 
Germany’s membership of the UN Security Council). From 2021 to 2024 
she served as Director for Multilateral Affairs, UN, G7, G20 and for Africa 
at the Federal Chancellery in Berlin. 
 

 

Italy: Mr. Maurizio Massari is the Permanent Representative of Italy to 
the United Nations in New York. He is an experienced diplomat, having 
served in the Italian Diplomatic Service since 1985, and has previously 
held positions as Permanent Representative of Italy to the European 
Union, Ambassador in Egypt, Ambassador in Belgrade, and Chief of 
Mission in Serbia and Montenegro. 
 

 

Luxemburg: Mr. Christophe Schiltz is the Permanent Representative of 
Luxembourg to the Rome-based Agencies in Rome. A senior statesman 
and diplomat, he was Director General for Development Cooperation and 
Humanitarian Affairs and President of the Council of State of Luxemburg 
from 2021 to 2024. He is a member of the permanent court of arbitration 
in The Hague, and he chairs the governing council of the International 
Fund for Agricultural Development.  
 

 

Netherlands: Ms. Christine Pirenne is the Ambassador of the Kingdom 
of the Netherlands to Ethiopia. She joined the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
of the Netherlands in 1991. Since then, she has held several senior roles, 
including postings in Zambia, China and Costa Rica, as well as in climate 
negotiations and development initiatives in Central America. 



   
 

   
 

Additionally, she was the Head of Humanitarian Aid within the 
Directorate for Stability and Humanitarian Aid from 2015 to 2020.  
 

 

Niger: Mr. Mahamane Hachimi is the Acting Coordinator of the Food 
Crisis Unit (Cellule Crises Alimentaires) under the Prime Minister’s 
Office in Niger. Since 2020, Mr. Hachimi has led the Department of 
Emergency Food Assistance and Stock Management at the CCA. Prior 
to this, he held several key roles within the same institution, including 
Head of the Food Assistance Division (2018-2020) and Assistant in the 
Disaster Management and Coordination Department (2013-2018). 
 

 

Nigeria: Dr. Abubakar Abdullkareem Suleiman is Technical Adviser to 
the Honorable Minister of Humanitarian Affairs and Poverty Alleviation 
of Nigeria. Prior to this, Dr. Suleiman was Deputy Director of the 
Engineering Infrastructure Department at the National Agency for 
Science and Infrastructure. 
 
 

 

Norway: Ms. Ingunn Vatne is the Policy Director in the Section for 
Humanitarian Policy in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Norway. She 
has over 25 years of experience in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 
including postings in Islamabad, Bangkok, and two assignments in 
Geneva. In her current capacity, she oversees Norway’s chair position of 
the OCHA Donor Support Group. She is also a member of the Advisory 
Group of the Humanitarian Policy Group.  
 

 

Philippines: Ms. Maria Teresa Torres Almojuela is the Chief of Staff of 
the Office of the Secretary for Foreign Affairs, providing policy 
recommendations to the Secretary for Foreign Affairs on matters related 
to the Philippines’ participation in multilateral fora. Prior to this position, 
Ms. Almojuela was Deputy Permanent Representative in the Permanent 
Mission of the Philippines to the United Nations in Geneva. 
 

 

Qatar: Mr. Faisal Mohamed Al-Emadi is the Secretary-General of the 
Qatar Red Crescent Society (QRCS). Prior to his current role, he served 
as Executive Director of QRCS’s International Relief and Development 
Sector. Between 1999 and 2016, Mr. Al-Emadi held several government 
positions. He is an active member on several national committees, 
including on International Humanitarian Law, Rescue, Relief, and 
Humanitarian Assistance Operations, and in the Civil Defense Council.  
 



 
 

 

Somalia: Mr. Mohamed Abdirizak is the former Minister of Foreign 
Affairs and International Cooperation of the Federal Government of 
Somalia. Mr. Abdirizak has considerable experience as a senior diplomat 
and has previously held positions with the World Bank, UNDP, and the 
UN Political Office for Somalia. 
 

 

South Africa: Ms. Sicel'mpilo Shange-Buthane is the Director of 
Humanitarian Affairs at the Department of International Relations and 
Cooperation (DRICO) in South Africa. She has held senior roles within 
DIRCO and has extensive experience in human rights advocacy, donor 
funding management, and humanitarian coordination, including as 
Executive Director at Amnesty International South Africa. 
 

 

Sweden: Ms. Sofia Karlsson is the Humanitarian Director and Head of 
Section for Humanitarian Policy in the Department for Multilateral 
Governance and Humanitarian Policy. Previously, she served as Deputy 
Humanitarian Director and Deputy Head of Section for Humanitarian 
Policy. She also chaired the EU Council Working Party on Humanitarian 
Aid during Sweden’s EU Presidency, leading negotiations on the 2023 
Council Conclusions on the humanitarian funding gap.  
 

 

United Kingdom: Dr. Rurik Marsden is Head of FCDO’s Humanitarian 
Policy and Partnerships Department. Prior to his current role he was the 
Development Director at the British Embassy Yangon (2019-2024). He 
was also the UK government’s Chargé D’Affaires ad Interim to Myanmar 
from 2022 to 2023. Before Myanmar, Rurik has many years of experience 
at the International Development Office (DFID). Hist last role was head 
of department in Nepal, he also worked for DFID in Myanmar, South 
Sudan and at the UK Delegation to the European Bank for Reconstruction 
and Development (EBRD). 
 

 


