
 

Members of the CERF Advisory Group 2025-2026 

Country Member Title Period 

Australia Ms. Beth Delaney 
First Assistant Secretary, Humanitarian 
Division, Development and Multilateral 
Group 

October 2023 – May 
2026 

Belgium Ms. Heidy Rombouts 
Director General of Development 
Cooperation and Humanitarian Aid for 
Belgium 

October 2023 – May 
2026 

Ireland Ms. Nicole Mchugh Humanitarian Director at Irish 
Department of Foreign Affairs 

October 2023 – May 
2026 

Italy Mr. Maurizio Massari 
Ambassador, Permanent 
Representative of Italy to the United 
Nations in New York 

October 2023 – May 
2026 

Nigeria Mr. Abubakar Abdullkareem 
Suleiman 

Director/ Technical Adviser to the 
Honorable Minister, Federal Ministry of 
Humanitarian Affairs and Poverty 
Alleviation of Nigeria 

October 2023 – May 
2026 

Philippines Ms. Maria Teresa Torres 
Almojuela 

Chief of Staff, Office of the Secretary 
Department of Foreign Affairs 

October 2023 – May 
2026 

Somalia Mr. Mohamed Abdirizak Former Minister of Foreign Affairs October 2023 – May 
2026 

United 
Kingdom Mr. Colum Wilson 

Head of Humanitarian Department, at 
the Foreign Commonwealth and 
Development Office (FCDO) 

October 2023 – May 
2026 

Brazil Mr. Ruy Pereira 
Director of the Brazilian Cooperation 
Agency (ABC) at the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs 

October 2024 – May 
2027 

Ethiopia Dr. Shiferaw Teklemariam Commissioner for the Ethiopian 
Disaster Risk Management Commission 

October 2024 – May 
2027 

Luxembourg Mr. Christophe Schiltz 
Permanent Representative of 
Luxembourg to the Rome-Based 
Agencies 

October 2024 – May 
2027 

Germany Ms. Ina Heusgen Director for Humanitarian Assistance in 
the German Foreign Office 

October 2025 – May 
2028 

Côte d’Ivoire Ms. Ossepe Virginie Akossi 
Épouse Yapo 

Director of Humanitarian Action, 
Ministry of National Cohesion, 
Solidarity and the Fight against Poverty 

October 2025 – May 
2028 

Qatar Mr. Faisal Mohamed Al-Emadi Secretary-General, Qatar Red Crescent 
Society 

October 2025 – May 
2028 

Azerbaijan Mr. Elmaddin Mehdiyev Director of the Azerbaijan 
 International Development Agency 

October 2025 – May 
2028 

Canada Ms. Tara Carney Director for Humanitarian Operations 
at Global Affairs Canada 

October 2025 – May 
2028 



 

Denmark Ms. Marie-Louise Koch Wegter 
Director for the Department for 
Humanitarian Affairs and Civil Society 
in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

October 2025 – May 
2028 

The Gambia Mr. Muhammadou M.O. KAH 

Ambassador Extraordinary and 
Plenipotentiary of The Republic of the 
Gambia to the Swiss confederation & 
Permanent Representative to the 
UNOG,  WTO, and other international 
Organizations in Switzerland 

October 2025 – May 
2028 

Netherlands Ms. Christine Pirenne Ambassador of the Kingdom of the 
Netherlands in Ethiopia 

October 2025 – May 
2028 

Niger Mr. Mahamane Hachimi 
Acting Coordinator of the Food Crisis 
Unit under the Prime Minister’s Office 
in Niger 

October 2025 – May 
2028 

Norway Ms. Ingunn Vatne Policy Director in the Section for 
Humanitarian Policy 

October 2025 – May 
2028 

South Africa Ms. Sicel'mpilo Shange-
Buthane 

Director at the Department of 
International Relations and 
Cooperation (DIRCO) 

October 2025 – May 
2028 

Sweden Ms. Sofia Karlsson 
Department for Multilateral 
Governance and Humanitarian Policy, 
Swedish Ministry for Foreign Affairs 

October 2025 – May 
2028 

 
 

Green: Membership expiration in 2026 
Blue: Membership expiration in 2027 
Yellow: Membership expiration in 2028 
 
 


